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the soldiers. For the cholera a hundred remedies have
been devised, but when it attacks soldiers only one has
~been found efficacious, and that is to march out the regi-
ment/ It was partly the desire to do this that suggested
the expedition to Allyghur.
Allyghur, as the reader may remember, is a station on
the road to Meerut, about forty miles distant from Agra.
JBy occupying it, it was thought that communication with
Meerut might be re-established. Also it was desired to
disperse a body of villagers, and Mohammedan fanatics
wrho had collected in the neighbourhood; and it rwas ex-
pected that other advantages would follow.                   ^
It was characteristic of the state of things in the fort
that a measure so purely military should have been
originated and carried out almost entirely by civilians ;
equally so, that it should have been made the occasion
of angry controversy, quarrels, and disputations. The
blind man, it was said, suggested the scheme; the Board
of Eevenue made all the arrangements. There was a diffi-
culty for some time in obtaining Mr. Colvin's consent.
He was ill and despondent, he dreaded a possible disaster ;
but at length he gave his approval. The preparations
were hurried on, and before he withdrew his sanction the
expedition started.
It consisted of about a hundred and fifty English sol-
diers, two guns, the mounted militia, and as many volun-
teers as liked to join. There was also the medical staff
and the Commissariat; and, small as the force was, it
took with it, besides two priests and a missionary.
The expedition left the fort about five o'clock in the
afternoon. In the evening there came on one of the
most terrible storms of wind and rain, thunder and light-
ning I ever remember. For two days we received no
news; on the third, a rumour spread that the force had